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The Egyptians did not desire to see Turkey installed
in the place of England, and the Arab troops of
Ottoman armies were too suspicious and too jealous
of Turkish ambition to believe that any share of the
spoil would fall to them.
In order that an appreciation may be formed of the
obstacles to be overcome by the Turkish command
before a force of any respectable size could be assembled
in Southern Palestine, it is desirable to give a short
account of the lines of communication. They were
certainly of prodigious length. From Constantinople
to the Suez Canal the distance approximately is
1,200 miles, the final stage of 200 miles traversing an
area provided with no metalled roads and no railways.
In the early months of the War the staff of the
lines of communication were wholly Turkish, a few
Germans being posted only at crucial and widely
separated points. The organization does not appear
to have been very successful even at first.: and later,
when German and Austrian units were serving on the
Palestine front, it became actually necessary to provide
these troops with their own lines of communication.
Duplication of the supply organization of an army in
the field is certain to produce friction, and a German
officer* records the existence of perpetual ill-feeling
between the personnel of the two staffs. In his
experience the parallel lines of communication were
hardly worth the friction which their presence en-
gendered. He blames both parties impartially, alleg-
ing, on the one hand, that Mohammedans have no
gift for organization, but confessing, on the other,
that Germans are constitutionally unfitted to work
in harmony with Eastern races. Altogether Captain
Merkel is an honest and candid observer.
1 One chapter (written by Captain Merkel, Chief of Staff, Ger-
man lines of communication, Damascus) of the Jahrbuch des Bundes
der Asienkdmpjer ig2i> is devoted to an account of the Syrian-
Palestine lines of communication*

